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We believe the United Nations must continue to address the issues of race and racism, and the 
United States will work with all people and nations to build enduring political will and to find 
concrete ways to halt racism and racial discrimination wherever they occur. We have put forward 
here in Geneva concrete proposals on strengthening practical measures to combat racial 
discrimination, and hope to work with others to take those ideas forward. 

The United States has long been a party to the International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination. While we have struggled to overcome the legacies of racism 
and the effects of past discriminatory policies, we are proud of our record of domestic legislation 
and policies and programs designed to vigorously combat such activities. Our commitment to 
this important issue is unwavering. 

It is, therefore, with sincere regret that the United States must disassociate from consensus on the 
resolution before us. We are confident that beneath our differences we share the same goals, and 
we are proud of efforts we have jointly made in this and other forums to underscore this fact and 
to adopt important resolutions by consensus. 

Our position on the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (DDPA) is well known. As 
such, our most serious concerns regarding this resolution relate to preambular paragraph 8. Its 
status as a preambular rather than operative paragraph of the resolution is what allows us to 
disassociate from consensus, rather than call for a vote. Because of our views on the DDPA, we 
cannot endorse all efforts undertaken by the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective 
Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, or the Durban Declaration 
and Programme of Action itself. Despite our differences, we believe it is important that we 
collectively focus, in a constructive way on the future. Ten years later, problems of racism and 
discrimination continue to plague all regions of the world. Rather than focus on commemorating 
a meeting; we should commit to finding ways to effectively address racism and reinvigorate the 
vision of a world free from racial discrimination. 


